
 
September 23, 2011 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 

It’s a real pleasure to write this letter of recommendation for Tatiana Perez Dutra, an exceptionally gifted, 
generous and hard working young woman. I’ve known Tatiana since January of 2010, when she enrolled in the 
One-Year Intensive Documentary Filmmaking Program at the New York Film Academy, where I teach Cinema 
Studies.  I also run a series of Master Classes with Guest Filmmakers and do individual consultations with 
students on their thesis projects.  In the course of her time at NYFA, I got to know Tati well and we are still 
close and often in touch.    
 

Our documentary program at NYFA is extremely rigorous and requires a serious level of commitment from our 
students, since we cover the same amount of ground in a single year that most graduate film schools cover in two 
years or more.  In this very intense atmosphere, Tatiana thrived.  She quickly established herself as a natural 
leader.  In our classroom discussions, she stood out as the person who had the most to say.  She distinguished 
herself with her intelligence, her curiosity and her sense of purpose—as well as her sense of humor.  
 

 It took Tatiana only a couple of weeks to set up her own little cinema club outside of school.  Our first session 
was especially memorable:  she invited a select group of us to her apartment in Brooklyn for pizza and a 
screening of Eduardo Coutinho’s “Edifício Master.”  She did a masterful job of explaining the social and cultural 
forces behind the film and its place in Brazilian cinema.  It didn’t come as a surprise, then, to find out that Tatiana 
was curating her own film series for the Brazilian Endowment for the Arts later the same year.  Those, too, were 
very special events, with Tatiana introducing each film and leading probing discussions after the screenings.  
 

Beyond the classroom, Tatiana was the person that everyone at NYFA wanted to collaborate with.  In fact, it 
often seemed as if she was helping absolutely everyone with his or her project—as a producer, as an editor, as a 
sound person, as a cinematographer.  As a leader, she helped keep everyone’s energy positive, with an emphasis 
on cooperation rather than on competition—not always an easy thing to do at film school, believe me!—and I 
know her classmates all benefitted in a very tangible way from that attitude. 
 

I can’t help but wonder if Tatiana’s international upbringing—a lot of Brazilian and French, a healthy dose of 
Spanish and American—explains in part her ability to get along with seemingly everybody.       
 

Tatiana’s own films have all been very good, each in its own unique way, and she’s already had a remarkable 
degree of success.  Her short film about local food activists in The Bronx—“What would you like to eat 
today?”—was an Official Selection at the Taos Short Film Fest, at The Boston International Film Festival and at 
the Hampshire Film Festival.  I think it says a lot about Tatiana’s personality that in her short time in New York 
she was able to connect with her community and make a difference.  
 

Tati gets my warmest, most whole-hearted recommendation.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Ron Kopp        

ronadkopp@earthlink.net / 216 W. 104th Street, #3D, New York, NY 10025 USA / 646-327-2362 (cell) 

 


